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My dear BPW sisters across the world,

All my warm regards to all of you in this difficult time of the COVID
19 that has affected all of us around the world. As BPW sisters it
has been also a great time to show our solidarity to each other and to
our communities .This difficult time has also emphasized the role of
BPW Affiliates to support and empower our women and our
communities in different fields
Empowering Women to realize the
this COVID crisis has shown to the world the great activities and
projects done by our BPW Affiliates across the world in their fight
against COVID 19 in different aspects that is in line with the SDGs .
During COVID 19 Many affiliates in the world have organized Health
Awareness Campaigns , advocated for better legislation and incentives for Business and

professional women ,Invented new tools for empowering women owners of SMEs, donated

kits for fighting COVID 19 or food packages for the needy people, trained women and youth

on health care preparedness . This booklet is a compilation of many activities and projects

done by BPW Affiliates during COVID 19. It involves all the regions and has a wide range of

activities and projects that have Social and Economic Dimensions,

| believe if Dr Lena Madesin Phillippes our founder is witnessing all of us now across the

world ,she would be very proud of all the achievements and the actions. Our BPW Affiliates

across the world have realized activities and projects with no discrimination of any colour,

race, ethnicity, religion, language or nationality as COVID 19 has crossed all the borders

with no discrimination .

lam really very proud of being a member of this great organization and have the honour

to serve all my sisters and show the real sisterhood of BPW and the real bond among

ourselves. Even in this most difficult time in modern history with the shutdown of all the

flights and the lockdown of all the countries, our affiliates are still performing their great

humanitarian work and their advocacy efforts for empowering women at all levels. Whether

as owners of Businesses whose businesses have been affected financially due to COVID

19 financial crisis effect, or as women suffering from Violence in the lockdown period ,or as

women living in the rural areas or women in need and have no access to food or personal

protective masks and health kits . The great work our BPW sisters are doing in the world

with their contribution to the aim of our BPW International of empowering women shows the

great solidarity and our real sisterhood to serve our greater objective of BPW International in
empowering women.

| hereby present to you proudly this great booklet of the projects and activities of BPW

affiliates during COVID 19 that we already received from all of you either directly or through

the great efforts of the regional coordinators. | would like to thank our BPW International

Regional Coordinators who shared in gathering all the information from their regions. This

booklet is also an interactive document .So we will be very proud to receive all your other

activities and projects to add them on the already existing ones .So any missing information

or activities that have been done and does not appear in this booklet because we did not
receivethem,pl ease kindly send it t o ipthedisal ellidblomt 6 s of f i
This booklet will be a great document for the history of BPW International Solidarity in this

difficult time of COVID 19. This is the real time we show our unity, our strength, and our

solidarity. The booklet also includes information received from some of our BPW Affiliates on

the best practices of Governments actions, policies and incentives to empower women

during COVID 19.

Wishing you all and all BPW sisters and all your loved ones to be safe and healthy.

With all my love and solidarity to all of you my BPW sisters around the world.

Dr Amany Asfour

International President

International Federation of Business

and Professional Women
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BPW International COVID-19 Response Plan
June 2020

Introduction

In this terrible time of the world as it is facing this Pandemic of COVID 19 and its
effect on the health and lives of people. With more than 6.5 million people have
been affected and about 400000 people have died from it. And while this pandemic
has a major effect on health, it has other huge impacts on the economic, social, and
political arenas.

On another level this COVID 19 has a direct effect on women and girls globally that
needs to have a special response from all the stakeholders.

The COVID 19 pandemic affects the health, the economic and social status of
women and girls. So in BPW response to COVID 19 we need to emphasize the
major challenges that women and girls are facing as Professionals in every field ,as
Traders, as Business women and entreprenurs.as women in agriculture and
responsible about food security , as women in the informal sector and women
owners of MSMEs, but also as house hold responsible and as mothers and family
care takers and as community leaders. Women are suffering the burden of the
COVID 19 on multiple dimensions with more social impact more likely than men,
including the domestic violence that increased during the lockdown. So the
response of BPW International to the impacts of the COVID 19 affecting women
have to take in consideration the solutions to embrace the concerns and the
requirements and needs of women and girls in their fight against this COVID 19 and
the mitigation of risks of the complications of the COVID 19.

As BPW International, our main objective is women empowerment and to advocate
for a gender sensitive response towards facing the challenges of COVID-19. This
will be through addressing the multiple effects of COVID 19 on the economies, on
the social status and the health care systems.

Objectives

Our objective of this plan is to unite the efforts of BPW Affiliates across the world
and share the experiences and successful projects and activities done by BPW
Affiliates to support our members facing the devastating effects of COVID 19. And
advocate for policies to empower the women who are suffering from the brunt of
this pandemic COVID 19. And to share the policies and the incentives done by the
countries to support the women and girls at different levels and in different sectors.



BPW International proposals, activities, and projects

BPW International response plan aims to address the Impact of the COVID 19
pandemic in several channels through its affiliates suggestions, activities and
projects that are focusing on:

1. BPW I nternati onal Tai®i¥ihlbDe wit®thefNataral 0 :
disaster Policy donation fund as per the Governance documents of BPW
International to have an online donation.

2. Advocacy Efforts: BPW Affiliates have done lot of advocacy to ensure
government responses to have laws and legislation and incentives for the
women in different fields for Business and for social protection and Violence
against women.

3. Educational Online Webinars: for Health Awareness and Business
development promotion.

4. Media Campaigns: for reaching out to women and all stakeholders for
messages of solidarity and support to women suffering the brunt of
COVID 19 pandemic.

5. Business Catalogues: for online promotion of women owners of SMES and
women products.

6. Community services: Supporting communities and women household and
women in need.

7. Food Security: Donation of food packages and securing food for women
and communities

8. Health Care Preparedness: Health awareness campaigns and donation of
personal protection equipment including masks, sanitizers, gloves etc.

9. Social Protection: providing support and shelters for women suffering from
violence during the lockdown period.

10.Training and Capacity Building of women : or to address different
challenges and train them on different aspects for health care preparedness .

Message from Dr Luisa Monini Chair of Health and Wellbeing

Task Force of BPW International

Ensure Health and Well-being for all and at all ages

This is the third of the 17 SDGs that shall be achieved by 2030. While all the
institutions, governmental and non-governmental associations - among which BPW
International - are working to achieve this important objective, COVID-19 has shaken
every country in the world. COVID -19 broke down visible and invisible barriers and
scared immunologists, virologists, epidemiologists, politicians, and economists. In
just a few months, it spread to 4 million people and killed 350.000 of them around the
world. Still, the damage is not over.

What can we learn by this serious health emergency in terms of vulnerability and
resilience?

What are the weaknesses of the different healthcare systems and what can we do in



terms of prevention and management of damage if a similar pandemic were to

happen again in the future?
To what extent are natural catastrophes linked to human action on natural

ecosystems?
The ongoing progressive loss of flora and fauna allows viruses, which first attack
plantsand ani mal s, to spread fAdas dust from

Humans need to question their actions under different points of view and the

members of BPW International will support national and international institutions to
help in rebuilding a better world. This is the opportunity for humankind to rediscover
a long lost unity, the dignity that was subdued to false Gods, the willpower to show
that the Earth will be able to rise again from its ashes like a Phoenix.

Luisa Monini
Chair of Health and Well being Task Force

BPW International Advocacy Pillars

BPW International through its Affiliates across the world and its global
partnerships with different stakeholders will contribute to the realization of the
SDGs through the following Advocacy Pillars and Initiatives.
In many of the activities and projects of BPW Affiliates during COVID they
addressed the advocacy pillars of BPW International
Advocacy Pillars for Economic Empowerment of Women

1.
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Women Entrepreneurship

Women in Trade and access to markets

Women on Boards

Women Financial inclusion

Women Equal Pay

Women in STEM Education

Women in Digital Economy, ICT, and Innovation
Women Empowerment Principles (WEPS)
Government and Corporate Procurement Policies

Sectorlal Advocacy Pillars

Women in Agriculture and Agribusiness
Women and Environment and Climate Change
Women in Water and Sanitation

Women in Energy and Green Economy
Women and Health and Wellbeing

Special Advocacy Pillars
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Preventing Violence against women
Prevention of Child marriage
Empowering Women in Rural Areas
Empowering Women minorities
Empowering Women with special needs
Empowering Women migrants
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BPW Egypt
BPW Egypt President Prof. Naglaa Dabees indicated that BPW Egypt has
organized several activities during COVID 19 Crisis

-Health Awareness Campaigns Organization of Health
Awareness online webinars and dissemination of Health
Care preparedness Information to the communities ( Prof.
Naglaa Dabees at the Hospital)

-Advocacy Efforts for Financial Inclusion of Women

Promotion of Financial Inclusion and Simple digital payment
solutions during COVID 19 to promote women and digital
payment .BPW International President Dr Amany Asfour with Ms
Heba Saad Chair of the Financial Inclusion Committee of BPW

Egypt

Food Security and Donating Food Packages

Young BPW Egypt members undertook the initiative of
donating food packages to people in need during the
COVID-19 crisis and the Holy month of Ramadan.in
presence of BPW Egypt President and BPW International
President Dr Amany Asfour

Social Dimension of Visiting Senior BPW Members During COVID 19
BPW International President Dr Amany Asfour with Prof Shafika .Nasser Professor of Public
Health at Cairo University

Response of Government Gender Machinery to COVID 19

Dr. Maya Morsy, President of the National Council for Women stated that the NCW

has issued its women policy tracker on responsive policies and programs during the

new COVID-19 Pandemic that monitors the policies & measures responding to the

needs of women, which were taken by the Egyptian government during the efforts to

contain the spread of the covid-19. Dr Morsy said thathe government's efforts comes

in |ight with the President Abdel Fatah Al
number of Egyptian women celebratingcEgypt]}
22nd this year; to the importance of mustering all the efforts of the government
institutions and bodies, to deal decisively and responsibly with the crisis.



